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This year we chose to research the Black Mountain College.  When we were trying to 

pick a topic, we developed a list of potential topics, but--after looking into them a little--we 

didn’t see much to them.   We first found out about our topic when our teacher showed us topics 

related to North Carolina.  We really liked the way the college broke so many discriminatory 

barriers in higher education and the boundaries it pushed in the arts, and being able to see the 

parallels from it and other schools today. 

Since we had created an NHD project last year,   the research process wasn’t as hard 

because we already knew how to locate and cite good sources. We started by each writing a 

research paper; one focused on the significance of Black Mountain College and how it relates to 

today’s society while the other focused on the barriers it broke.  We then pulled information 

from both papers to make new paragraphs contained in our website.  While working on the 

website, we spent a day at the Pack Library in Asheville, looking at sources in their North 

Carolina Room.  We also visited the Black Mountain College Museum and Arts Center where 

we met with one of the curators who talked to us about the college and sent us some helpful links 

to websites like their digital exhibit on “Politics at Black Mountain College.”  We also spent time 

in their library where we saw a loom similar to Anni Albers’ and consulted helpful texts like 

Leap Before You Look: Black Mountain College, 1933-1957. 

We chose the website category again this year because we were successful with it last 

year.  Also we wanted to incorporate visuals of Black Mountain College in our project, and 

creating a website allowed us to be creative in the way we wanted to tell the story.  Without 

having to have the special equipment needed for some of the other project types.  However, one 
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challenge we faced with our project this year was adjusting to NHD’s new website builder 

presented a challenge, because we had used Weebly last year, which was more user-friendly. 

When first looking at Black Mountain College, it was pretty easy to see the way it broke barriers. 

The problem was that it broke barriers in several ways, so it was hard to pick what angle we 

wanted to take.  We ended up going the political route while still incorporating the other barriers. 

We chose this because the more we looked into the historical context and what was going on 

during that time, it seemed even more incredible that they had women, African Americans, and 

Jews from 1933-1957, but through these barriers, they were able to change not only who was 

allowed to be educated, but made it so the arts were part of their education.  
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Jan. 2020. This source helped us understand the life and work of John Cage, who is 

connected to Black Mountain College. 

Jones, Norman. "The Continuous Death and Resurrection of the Liberal Arts." Association of 

American Colleges and Universities, 2016, 

www.aacu.org/liberaleducation/2015-2016/fall-winter/jones. Accessed 2 Jan. 2020. This 

source helped us understand the narrower historical context of Black Mountain College. 

It provided information about the general position of colleges in the mid 20th century. 
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